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Some Account of the National Charaé&ter and Manners of 
the Ruffians. 


[Extracted from Mr, Richardfon’s Anecdotes of the Ruffian 
Empire. | ‘ 


[Continued from Page 322.] 


ROM the account which has been given of the Roffian 
peafants, who conflitute the greateft part of the fubjects of 
that empire, it appears, that they are poor abject flaves, who are 
not allowed the rights of men—hardly thofe of irrational crea- 
tures! who muft toil, undergo hardfhips, and fuffer the mot 
grievous affliction, to gratify the defires, cr humour the caprice 
of fome oppreflive matter! Judge of their condition: From the 
hour of their birth they are in the power of a rapacious chief, 
who may fell, fcourge, or employ them in any labour he pleafes. 
They have no property—no home—nothing that their proud 
iuperior may not feize and claim as hisown. The horfe and the 
bull may choofe their loves according to their own inclination— 
4 privilege not allowed to the Rufflians, They no fooner arrive 
at the age of puberty, than they are ofien compelled to marry 
whatfoever female their proprietor choofes, in order, by a cons 
tinued progeny of flaves, to preferve or augment his revenue, 
In {uch families, no conjugal happinefs, no paternal or filial af. 
fection, can ever exift. Where the hufband and wife hate each 
Vou. VII, 171. 2U other, 
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other, or are indifferent, there can be little fidelity ; the haf. 
band takes little care of the child; the mother is not always 
affectionate; the poor guiltlefs infant is thus negle&ted : Nature 
defeats the purpofes of avarice, and a great proportion of their 
children die in their nonage. Thofe that furvive become little 
better than favage. In their early years, no tender affection 
foftened or humanized their hearts; none can grow up in an 
after period ; they receive no prejudices or opinions favourable to 
mankind; and they enter into life as into a den of tygers, 

The guile, the bafenefs, and rugged ferocity attributed to 
flaves, and men overwhelmed with oppreffion, are chiefly owing 
to their oppreflors. Expofed to the avarice and pride of fome 
haughty fuperior, who is himfelf a flave, and who has not in his 
breaft one fentiment of humanity, they have ro other defence 
againft oppreffion bur deceit, and feel no other emotion from the 
treatment they receive, but hatred and deep revenge. Its 
thus, in accuftoming the mind to vicious habits, more than 
in merely depriving us of our property, and the fecurity of per- 
fons, that de/poti/m is the bane of fociety.. ‘Thole poor unhappy 
men, who are bought and fold, who are beaten, loaded with 
fetters, and valued no higher than a dog, treated with unabated 
rigour, become inhuman ; infulted with unremitting contempt, 
become bafe ; and for ever afraid of rapacious injuftice, they 
grow deecitful. 

Having thus taken a view of the perfons, food, dre{s, houfes, 
and names of the Ruffians, it will now be proper to mention 
fome circumftances concerning their falutations, quarrels, and 
amufements, which may give a more particular iniight inte 
their manners and national character. 

Two Roflian peafants, meeting each other, take of their 
caps, bow mott profoundly, fhake hands, wipe their beards, kils 
one another, and, according to their different ages, call one 
another brother or father, or by fome appellation that expreties 
affection. Both men and women in their falutations bow very 
Jow. Strangersare ttrack with this circumfance ; but they foon 
find, that, in their obeifance to the great, and in the worthipof 
their faints, they are early trained to proftration and pliancy of 
body. Indeed, the fervile fubmiffion they teitify to their iupe- 
riors, can Only be equalled by the haughty alage they mect with 
in return. 

‘Two Raffian peafants, if they fhould happen to quarrel, fel- 
dom proceed to blows ; but they deal abufe with great profution, 
aad their abufive language confifts of the bafeit allulions, and 
the moft fhocking obicenity. ‘This can fcarcely be exemplified 
in the manners of any other nation. If ever they come to 
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blows, the confli&t has a moft ludicrous appearance ; they know 
nothing of the clenched fiftof an Englithman, but lay about 
them moft uncouthly with open hands and extended arms, 

Perhaps there is no circumftance by which the national cha- 
racter of any people may more eafily be deteéted than their 
amufements. When men divert themfelves, they are careleis, 
unguarded, and unreferved: the heart, and all its latent ten- 
dencies, difguifed inclinations, and indulged habits appear. 
Nor perhaps are there many circumftances by which national 
characters are more diverfified. ‘The diverfions of the French 
and Spaniards mark the difference of their national character ; 
the diverfions of an Englifhman exhibit ftrength, agility, and 
the love of exertion ; thofe of a Ruffian exhibit floth, inactivity, 
and the love of pleafure. 

The Roffians, in their amufements, are, indeed, extremely fo- 
cial. They affemble in crowds, fing, drink, fwing on fee-faws, 
are drawn up and down and round about in flying chairs fixed 
upon wheels, fome with a perpendicular, and fome with an hoe 
rizontal motion. In the winter feafon they are pufhed down 
ice-hills and gliffades. ‘Thefe ice-hills are raifed upon the river, 
and are conitruéted of wooden frames. ‘They are very high ; 
fo that you afcend 50 or 6o fteps on the fide behind what is 
properly called the gliflade. The fummit is flat, and enclofed 
with a rail, in order that chofe who indulge themfelves in this 
amufement, may have room to ftand and fuffer no inconve. 
nience in the defcent. The fide by which they go down is fo 
fteep as to be juft not perpendicular, Upon this, fnow having 
been piled and water poured, it becomes a precipice of the 
fmootheft ice. In defcending, you fit upon a {mall wooden feat, 
made for the purpofe, and generally in the lap of a Roffian, 
who fits behind to direct your courfe, having his legs extended on 
each fide of you. In this pofture you are pufhed down the hill, 
and flide with fuch velocity, that for fome feconds you cannot 
breathe ; and after reaching the bottom, the impulfe you have 
received carries you forward fome hundred paces. There are 
commonly two of thefe gliffades erected almoit, but not quite, 
oppofite to each other; and at fuch a diltance as that you are 
carried along the ice from one to another, ‘Thus you may go 
down one nill and up another, alternately, as often as you 
pleafe. 

_ Skaiting is not a common diverfion, becaufe the ice, where it 
is not {wept, is ufually covered with fnow. 

The Ruffians are alfo fond of dancing: yet their dancing 
does not di/play fo much nimblenefs, agility, and livelinefs, as it 
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exprefies the fame tainted imagination which aflumes a lefs fes 
ducing and more boifterous form in their quarrels and abufe. 

Their bathing too may perhaps be reckoned rather an amufe- 
ment than a religious praftice. In every village, efpecially in 
thofe by the fide of rivers, where they are generally built, there 
isa fteam-bath, conftruéted ufuyally of wood, to which all the 
inhabitants, both male and female, repair regularly once a week, 
The place is fo infufferably hot, that a perfon who is not accuf- 
tomed to it, cannot remain in itabove a few minutes. But thofe 
towhom itis not unufual, fit quietly for a long time on the 
heated bricks, without any covering whatfoever, excepting fome 
branches of birch, of which, however, they hardly make any 
other ufe than to fcrub themfe!ves. After they have fat in this 
fituation till they have perfpired abundantly, they run out and 
plunge headlong into the river. They are excellent {wimmers ; 
but inftead of fwimming like frogs, as we do, they imitate 
rather the motion of dogs. 

The practice of ufing the bath, in this way, contributes, no 
doubt, to the licentioufaefs of manners, fo remarkable in the 
lower clafies amongft the Ruffians: and fome other circum- 
ftances, taken notice of before, have the fame tendency. The 
power pofleffed by fuperiors of compelling their flaves to marry 
as they fhall dire&t, whenever exerted, muft be compleatly de- 
ftruétive of domeftic happinefs and fidelity. The practice fo 
¢ommon among the nobles of removing their flaves from one 
place to another, and of keeping them along time feparated 
from their families, has alfo the fame effeé&t. It is obvious that 
this maft be very much the cafe when they are fent from the 
country villages, to earn their wages in Mofcow and St. Pes 
terfburgh, 

[To be continued. ] 








Anicdotes of the younger Part of Dr. Samuel Fohnfan’s Life, 
[From Anecdotes of him by Hefter Lynch Piozzi.] 


ICHAEL JOHNSON was patft fifty years old when he 
married his wife, who was upwards of forty ; yet I 

think her fon told me fhe remained three years childlefs before 
he was born into the world, who fo greatly contributed to 
jmprove it. Ip three years more the brought another fon, Na- 
thanicl, who liyed to be 27 or 28 years old, and of whofe manly 
fpirit I have heard his brother fpeak with pride ard pleafure, 
mentioning one circumftance, particular enough, that when the 
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company were one day lamenting the badnefs of the roads, he 
enquired where they could be, as he travelled the country more 
than moft people, and had never feen a bad road in his life. 
The brothers did not, however, much delight in each other’s 
company, being always rivals for the mother’s fondnefs : and 
many of the fevere refleGtions on domeftic life in Raffelas, took 
their fource from its author’s keen recollections of the time 
pafied in his early years. 

Their father Michael died of an inflammatory fever, at the 
age of 76, as Mr. Johnfon told me: their mother at 89, of a 
gradual decay. She was flight in her perfon, he faid, and below 
the common fize. So excellent was her charaéter, and fo blame- 
lefs her life, that when an oppreflive neighbour once endeavoared 
to take from her a little field the poffefled, he could perfuade no 
attorney to undertake the caufe againft a woman fo beloved in 
her narrow circle: and it isthis incident he alludes to in the 
line of his Vanity of Human Wihhes, calling her, 


The general favourite as the general friend. 


Nor could any one pay more willing homage to fuch a charaéter, 
though fhe had not been related to him, than did Dr, Johnfoa 
on every occafion that offered: his difquifition on Pope’s epi« 
taph placed over Mrs. Corbet, is a proof of that preference al- 
ways given by him toa noifelefs life over a buftling one; but 
however tafte begins, we almoft always fee thatit ends in fim- 
plicity ; the glutton finifhes by lofing hisrelifh for any thing 
highly fauced, and calls for his boiled chicken at the clofe of 
many years {pent in the fearch of dainties ; the connoiffeurs are 
foon weary of Rubens, and the critics of Lucan, and the refine- 
ments of every kind heaped upon civil life, always ficken their 
pofleffors before the clofe of it. 

At the age of two years Mr. Johnfon was brought up to 
London by his mother, to be touched by Queen Ana for the 
fcrophulous evil, which terribly affeéted his childhood, and left 
fuch marks as greatly disfigured a countenance naturally harfh and 
rugged, befides doing irreparable damage to his auricular organs, 
which never could perform their funétions fince [knew him ; 
and it was owing to that horrible diforder, too, that one eye was 
perfectly ufelefs to him ; that defect, however, was not obfervae 
ble, the eyes looked both alike. As Mr. Johnfon had an afto- 
nifhing memory, I afked him, if he could remember Queen 
Ann at all? © He faid, he ‘had a confufed, but fomehow a 
fort of folemn recollection of a lady in diamonds and a long’ 
black hood,” 
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The chriftening of his brother he remembered with all its 
circumftances, and faid, his mother taught him to fpell and pro- 
nounce the words /ittle Natty, fyllable by fyllable, making him 
fay it over in theevening to her hufband and his guefts. The 
trick which moft parents play with their children, fhewing of 
their newly-acquired accomplifhments, difgufted Mr. Johnfon 
beyond expreflion; he had been treated fo himfelf, he faid, till 
he abfolutely loathed his father’s careffes, becaufe he knew they 
were to precede fome unpleafing difplay of his early abilities ; 
and he wled, when neighbours come o’vifiting, to run up a tree 
that he might not be found and exhibited, fuch, as no doubt he 
was, a prodigy of early underftanding. His epitaph upon the 
duck he kiiled by treading on it at five years old, 


Here lies poor duck 
That Samuel Johnfon trod on : 

If ithad liv’d it had been good luck, 
For it would have been an oda one ; 


is a ftriking example of early expanfion of mind, and know. 
ledge of language ; yet be always feemed more mortified at the 
recollection of the bultle his parents made with his wit, than 
pleafed with the thoughts of poffeffingit. ‘ That (faid he to 
me one day) is tne great mifery of late marriages ; the unhappy 
produce of them becomes the plaything of dotage! an old 
man’s child, continued he, leads much fuch a life, I think, asa 
little boy’s dog, teazed with aukward fondnefs, and forced, per- 
haps, to fit up and deg, as we callit, to divert a company, who at 
Jaft go away complaining of their difagreeable entertain- 
ment. 

In confequence of thefe maxims, and full of indignation 
again{t fuch parents as delight to produce their young ones early 
into the talking world, [ have known Mr. Johnfon givea good 
deal of pain, by refufing to hear the verfes the children could 
recile, or the fongs they could fing; particalarly one friend who 
told him that his two fons fhould repeat Gray’s Elegy to him 
alternately, that he might judge who had the happieit cadence. 
«« No, pray Sir,’’ faid he ‘* let the dears both fpeak it at once ; 
more noife will by that means be made, and the noife will be 
fooner over.” He told me the ftory himfelf, but I have forgot 
who the father was. 

Mr. Johnfon’s mother was daughter to a gentleman in the 
coontry, fuch as there were many in thofe days, who poffefling, 
perhaps, one or two handred pounds a year in land, lived on tne 
profis, and fought not to increafe their income ; fhe was theres 
fore 
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fore inclined to think higher of herfelf than of her hufband, 

whofe conduct in money matters being but indifferent, fhe had a 
trick of teizing him aboutit, and was, by her fon’s account, 

very importunate with regard to her fears of {pending more 

than they could afford though fhe never arrived at knowing how 

much that was ; a fault common, as he faid, to moft women who 
ride themfelves on their ceconomy. 

They did not however, as [ could underftand, live ill to- 
gether on the whole : ‘* my father (fays he) could always take 
his horfe for orders when things went badly.” The lady’s 
maiden name was Ford; and the parfon who fits near the 
punch-bowl in Hogarth’s Modern Midnight Converfation was 
her brother’s fon. ‘This Ford was a man who chofe to be emi- 
nent only for vice, with talents that might have made him con~ 
{picaous in literature, and ref{pectable in any profeffion he could 
have chofen; his coufin: has mentioned him in the lives of 
Fenton and of Broome ; and when he fpoke of him to me it 
was always with tendernefs, praifing his acquaintance with life 
and manners, and recollecting one piece of advice that nd man 
furely ever followed more exaétly : ‘* Obtain (fays Ford) fome 
general principles of every fcience ; he whocan talk only on 
one fubject, or act only in one department, is feldom wanted, and 
perhaps never wifhed for ; while the man of general knowledge 
can often benefit, and always pleafe.” 

Dr. Johnfon firft learned to read of his mother and her old 
maid Catharine, in whofe lap he remembered fitting whilft fhe 
explained to him the ftory of St. George and the Dragon; [ 
know not whether this is the proper place to add, that fuch was 
his tendernefs and his gratitude, that he took a journey to 
Litchfield fifty-feven years afterwards to fupporc and comfort 
her in her laft illnefs ; he had enquired for his nurfe, and the 
was dead, The recollection of fach reading as had delighted 
him in his infancy, made him always perfiftin fancying that it 
was the only reading which could pleafe an infant; and he 
ufed to condemn me for putting Newbery’s books into their 
hands as too trifling to engage their attention. ‘* Babies de 
not want (faid he) to hear about babies ; they like to be told of 
giants and caftles, and of fomewhat which can itretch and f{ti- 
mulate their little minds.” When in anfwer I would urge the 
numerous editions and quick fale of Tommy Prudent or Goody 
Two Shoes: ** Remember always (faid he) that the parents buy 
the books, and that the children never read them.” Mrs. 
Barbauld however had his belt praife, and deferved it; no man 
was more ftruck than Mr. Johnfon with voluatary defcent from 
poflible fplendor to painful duty. 

At 
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At eight years old he went to {chool, for his health would not 
permit him to be fent fooner ; and atthe age of 10 years his 
mind was difturbed by {cruples of infidelity, which preyed upon 
his fpirits, and made him very uneafy ; the more fo, as he res 
vealed his uneafinefs to no one, being naturally (as he faid) ** of 
a fullen temper and referved difpofition.” He fearched, how. 
ever, diligently but fruitlefsly, for evidences of the truth of re- 
velation ; and at length recolleéting a book he had once feen in 
his father’s fhop, intitled, De Veritate Religionis, Fc. he began 
to think himfelf culpable for neglecting foch a means of infor. 
mation, and took himfelf feverely to tak for this fin, adding 
many aéts of voluntary, and to others unknown, penance, 

The firft opportunity which offered (of courfe) he feized the 
book with avidity; but, on examination, not finding himfelf 
icholar enough to perufe its contents, fet his heart at ret; and, 
not thinking to enquire whether there were any Englith books 
written on the fubject, followed his ufual amufements, and con- 
fidered his confcience as lightened of acrime. He redoubled 
his diligence to Jearn the language that contained the intorma- 
tion he moft wifhed for; but fromthe pain which guilt had 
given him, he now began to deduce the foul’s immortality, 
which was the point that belief firit flopped at ; and from that 
moment refolving to be a Chriftian, became one of the mot 
zealous and pious ones our nation ever produced, 

When he had told me this odd anecdote of his childhood ; 
** IT cannot imagine. (faid he) what makes me talk of myfelf to 
you fo, for 1 really never mentioned this foolifh ttory to any 
body except Dr. Taylor; not even to my dear dear Bathurtt, 
whom I loved better than ever I loved any human creature ; but 
poor Bathorft is dead! ! !’—-Here along paufe and a few tears 
enfued. Why, Sir, faid I, how like is all this to Jean Jaques 
Roufleau ! as like, I mean as the fenfations of froft and fire, 
when my child complained yefterday that the ice fhe was eating 
burned her mouth. Mr, Johnfon laughed at the incongruous 
ideas; butthe firft thing which prefented itfelf to the mind of 
an ingenious and learned iriend whom I had the pleafure to pafs 
fome time with here at Florence, was the fame refemblance, 
though I think the two characters had little in common, further 
than an early attention to things beyond the capacity of other 
babies, a keen fenfibility of right and wrong, and a warmth of 
imagination little confiftent with found and perie¢t health, 

I have heard him relate another odd thing of himfelf too, 
but it is one which every body has heard as well as me ; how, 
when he was about nine years old, having got the play of Ham- 


let in his hand, and reading it quietly in his father’s kitchen, 
he 
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he kept on fteadily enough till coming to the Ghoft fcene, he 
faddenly hurried down ftairs to the ftreet door chat he might fee 
ple about him; fuch an incident, as he was not unwilling 
to relate, is probably in every one’s poffeffion now ; he told it 
asa teftimony to the merits of Shakefpeare: but one day, when 
my fon was going to fchool, and dear Dr. Johnfon followed as 
far as the garden gate, praying for his falvation, in a voice 
which thofe who liftened attentively, could hear plain enough, 
he faid to me fuddenly, ‘* Make your boy tell you his dreams : 
the firft corruption that entered my heart was communicated in 
adream.”” What was it, Sir?” faid I. ‘* Do not afk me,” ree 
plied he with much violence, and walked away in apparent agi 
tation. I nevet durft make any further enquiries. 

He retained a ftronz averfion for the memory of Hunter, 
one of his f{chool-mafters, who, he {aid, once was a brutal fel. 
low: ‘* fo brutal (added he), that no man who had been edu. 
cated by him ever fent his fon tothefame {chool.” I have 
however heard him acknowledge his {cholarfhip to be very great. 
His next mafter he defpifecd, as knowing lefs than himfelf [ 
found; but the name of that gentleman has flipped my me- 
mory. 

Mr Johnfon was himielf exceedingly difpofed to the general 

indulgence of children, and was even {crupuloufly and ceremo- 
nioufly attentive not to offend them: he had ftrongly perfuaded 
himfelf of the ditliculty people always find to erafe early im- 
prefions either of kindnefs or refentment and faid, ‘* he fhould 
never have fo loved his mother when a man, had fhe not given 
him coffee fhe could ill afford, to gratify his appetite when a 
boy.” If you had had children Sir, faid I, would you have 
taught them any thing? ‘I hope (replied he), that I fhould 
have willingly lived on bread and water to obtain inftraction for 
them ; but I would not have fet their fature friendthip to hazard 
for the fake of thrufting into their heads knowledge of things 
for which they might not perhaps have either tafte or neceffity. 
You teach your daughters the diameters of the planets, and 
woader when you have done that they do not delight in your 
company. No fcience can be communicated by mortal crea- 
tures without attention from the fchoiar; no atteation can be 
obtained from children without the infli€tion of pain, and pain 
is never remembered without refentment.” ‘That fomething 
fhould be learned, was, however fo certainly his opinion, that I 
have heard him fay, how education had been often compared to 
agricultare, yet that it refembled it chiefly in this: ‘¢ that if 
nothing is fown, no crop can be obtained.” His contempt of 
the la¢y who fancied her fon could be eminent without fludy, 
Vou. VII. 171. 2X becaufe 
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becaufe Shakefpeare was found wanting in fcholaftic learning, 
was exprefied in terms fo grofs and fo well known, I will not re. 
peat them here.” 





The following general Statement of the Population, Military 
and Naval Forces, and Revenues of the principal European 
Powers, has lately appeared on the Continent, where it is 

judged to be tolerably correé. 


HE dominions of Roffia in Europe contain 174,000 

{quare miles, and 20,500,000 inhabitants. The military 
force of this vaft empire confifts of 360,000 men, and its naval 
of 180 fhips of war, between 30 and 40o0f which are of the 
line. Its revenue amounts to 40,000,000 of rubles [11,500,000l, 
fterling]. 

The Hooke of Aoftria has a territory of 10,400 fquare miles, 
21,000,000 of inhabitants, an army of 288,000 men, and a re. 
venue of 60,000,000 of crowns [about 7,500,000. fterling]. 

France has 10,000 fquare miles, 25,000,000 inhabitants, an 
army of 288,000 men, a navy of 256 thips, 720f which are of 
the line, and a revenue of 600,000,000 millions of livres [about 
25,000,000l. fterling]. 

Spain has 9,277 iquare miles, 10,000,000 inhabitants, an 
army of 100,000 men, a navy of 150 thips, above 40 of which 
are of the line, and a revenue of 100,000,000 pialters [about 
22,000,000). iterling]. 

Portugal has 1711 fquare miles, 1801,000 inhabitants, an 
army of 30,000 men, a navy of 10 or 12 fhips of the line, and 
a revenue of 15,000,000 crowns {about 1,875 ,000l. fterling]. 

Naples and Sicily have 1850 fquare miles, 6,000,000 inha- 
bitants, an army of 32,000 men, 20 hhips of war, and a revenue 
of 13,000,000 crowns [about 1,624,9741. fterling). 

Sardinia has 1250 fquare miles, 6,000,000 inhabitants, 20 
fhips ot war, and a revenue of 5,000,000 crowns [about 
625,000l. flerling ]. 

enice has 926 fquare miles, 2,104,000 inhabitants, an army 
of 6000 men, 64 thips of war, 14 of which are of the line, and 
a revenue of §,000,000 crowns [about 1,000,000). fterling]. 

Switzerland has 956 fquare miles, aud 1,840,000 inhabitants, 

The cantons can, upon an emergency, muiter 100,000 armed 
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Holland has 625 fquare miles, 2,758,682 inhabitants, an 
army of 30,000 men, a navy of 40 { ips, and a revenue of 
31,070,000 crowns [about 3,883,750. fterling.] ; 

England has 6179 fquare miles, 12,001,500 inhabitants, an 
army of 50,000 men, 364 thips of war, 110 of which are of the 
line, and a revenue of 100,000,000 crowns [about 12,500,000]. 
ferling.]———This calculation muft afford more fatisfaction to 
every lover of his country, and is, we truft, nearer to the trath, 
than thofe not long fince publifhed by fome gloomy political 
arithmeticians of this kingdom. 

Denmark has 11,679 {quare miles, 2,200,000 inhabitants, an 
army of 75,000 men, a navy of 31 ‘hips, and a revenue of bee 
tween 6 and 7,000,000 crowns [about 7 or 850,000l. fterling]. 

Sweden has 22,967 fquare miles, 2,861,000 inhabitants, an 
army of 47,337 men, 26 hips of war, and a revenue of 11,000,000 
crowns [about 1,375,000]. fterling. ] 

The King of Pruffia’s dominions contain 4130 fquare miles, 
and 6,000,000 inhabitants. He has an army of 192,377 men, 
and a revenue of 21,000,000 crowns [about 2,625,000]. fter- 
ling]. 

Bisa has 10,000 fquare miles, 9,000,000 inhabitants, an 
army of 12,000 men, and a revenue of 25,500,000 florins 
[about 2,975,000l. fterling]. 

Turkey in Europe contains 11,410 fquare miles, and 7,000,000 
inhabitants ; it has an army of 105,000 horfe and 45,000 foot, 
a navy of 10 thips of the line, and a revenue of 29,000,000 
piafters [about 4,500,000]. fterling]. This empire, in cafes 
of neceflity, can bring into the field an army of 300,000 men. 








THE HILL OF SCIENCE: 
A FLEE FO 


N that feafon of the year when the ferenity of the fky, the 
various fruits which cover the ground, the difcoloured 
foliage of the trees, and all the fweet, but fading graces of in- 
fpiring autumn, open the mind to benevolence, and difpofe it for 
contemplation, I was wandering in a beautiful and romantic 
country, till curiofity began to give way to wearinefs ; and I fat 
me down on the fragment of a rock overgrown with mofs, where 
the ruftling of the falling leaves, the dathing of waters, and the 
hum of the diftant city, foothed my mind into the molt perfect 
tranquility, and fleep infenfibly ftole upon me, as I was indulg- 
a2Xz ing 
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ing the agreeable reveries which the objeéts around me naturally 
in{pired, 

I immediately found myfelf in a vaft extended plain, in the 
middle of which arofe a mountain higher than [ bad before any 
conception of, It was covered with a multitude of people, 
chiefly youth; many of whom preffzd forwards with the live. 
lieft expreffion of ardor in their countenance, though the way 
was in many places fleep and difficult. I obferved, that thofe 
whko had but juft began to-climb the hill, thought themfelves not 
far from the top ; but as they proceeded, new hills were conti- 
nually rifing to their view, and the fummit of the higheft they 
could before difcern, feemed but the foot of another, till the 
mountain at length appeared to lofe itfelf in the clouds. As I 
was gazing on thefe things with aftonifhment, my good genius 
fuddenly appeared. ‘The mountain before thee, faid he, is the 
Hill of Science. On the top is the Templeof Truth, whofe 
head is above the clouds, and a veil of pure light covers her 
face. Obferve the progrefs of her votaries ; be filent, and ate 
tentive. 

I faw that the only regular approach to the mountain was by 8 
gate, called the Gate of Languages. It was kept by a woman of 
a peofive and thoughtful appearance, whofe lips were continually 
moving, as though fhe repeated fomething to herfelf. Her 
name was Memory. On entering the firft enclofure, I was 
ftunned with a confufed murmur of jarring voices, and diffonant 
founds; which encreafed upon meto fuch adegree, thac I was 
utterly confounded, and could compare the noife to nothing bug 
the confufion of tongues at Babel. The road was alfo rer 4 
and ftony; and rendered more difficult by heaps of rubbish, 
continually tumbled down from the higher parts of the moun- 
tain; and broken ruins of antient buildings, which the travellers 
were obliged to climb over at every ftep ; infomuch that many, 
difgufted with fo rough a beginning, turned back and attempted 
the mountain no more : while others, having conquered this dif- 
ficulty, had no fpirits to afcend further, and fitting down on 
fome fragment of the rubbith, harangued the multitude below 
with the greateft marks of importance and (elf.complacency. 

About half way up the hill, I obferved on each fide the paths 
thick foreft covered with continual fogs, and cut out into 
labyrinths, crofs alleys, and ferpentine walks, entangled with 
thorns and briars. ‘This was called the Wood of Error: and [ 
heard the voicesof many who were loft up and down in it, cal« 
ling to one another, and endeavouring invain to extricate them- 
felves. The trees in many places thot their boughs over che 
path, and a thick miit often refed on it; yetnever fo — 
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but that it was difcernable by the light which beamed from the 
countenance of Truth. 

In the pleafanteft part of the mountain were placed the 
bowers of the Mofes, whofe office it was to cheer the fpirits of 
the travellers, and encourage their fainting fteps with fongs 
from their divine harps. Not far from hence were the fields of 
fiction, filled with a variety of wild flowers fpringing up in the 
greateft luxuriance, of richer fcents and brighter colours than I 
had obferved in any other climate. And near them was the 
dark walk of Allegory, fo artificially fhaded, that the light at 
noon-day was never ftronger than that of a bright moon-thine. 
This gave it a pleafingly romantic air for thofe who delighted in 
contemplation, ‘The paths and alleys were perplexed with in 
tricate windings, and were all terminated with the ftatue of a 
Grace, Virtue, or a Mufe. 

After I had obferved thefe things, I turned my eye towards the 
multitude who were climbing the fteep afcent, and obferved 
amongft them a youth of a lively look,a piercing eyc, and fome- 
thing fiery and irregular in all his motions. His name was 
Genius. He darted like an eagle up the mountain, and left his 
companions gazing after him with envy and admiration : but 
his progrefs was unequal and interrupted by a thoufand caprices. 
When Pleafure warbled in the valley he mingled in her train, 
When beckoned towards the precipice he ventured to the totter- 
ing edge. He delighted in devious ‘and untried paths ; and 
made f many excurfions from the road that his feebler compa- 
nions often outftripped him. I obferved that the Mufes beheld 
him with partiality ; but Truth often frowned and turned afide 
her face. While Genius was thus watting his firength in excen- 
tric flights,I faw a perfon of a very different appearance, named 
Application. He crept along with a flow and unremitting pace, 
his eyes fixed on the top of the mountain, patiently removing 
every ftone that obftruéted his way, till he faw more of thole 
below him who had at firft deriled his flow and toilfome pro- 
grefs. Indeed there were few who afcended the hill wich equal 
and uninterrupted fteadinefs ; for befide the difficulties of the 
way, they were continually follicited to turn afide by a numes 
rous crowd of Appetites, Paflions, and Pleafures, whofe impor- 
tunity, when they had once complied with, they became lefs 
and lefs able to refift; and though they often returned to the 
path, the afperities of the road were more feverely felt, the hill 
appeared more fteep and rugged, the fruits which were whole- 
fome and refrefhing feemed harth and ill-tafted, their fight grew 
dim, anc their feet tripped at every little obftruction. re 
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I faw, with fome furprife, that the Mufes whofe bufinefs wae 
to cheer and encourage thofe who were toiling up the afcent, 
would often fing in the bowers of Pleafure, and accompanying 
thofe who were enticed away at the call of the Paffions. They 
accompanied them, however, but a little way, and always for- 
fook them when they loft fight of the hill, The tyrants then 
doubled their chains upon the unhappy captives, and led them 
away without refiftance to the cells of Ignorance, or the man- 
fions of Mifery. Amongft the innumerable fedacers, who were 
endeavouring to draw away the votaries of truth from the path 
of Science, there was one, fo little formidable in her appearance, 
and fo yentle and languid in her attempts, that I fhould {carcely 
have shan notice of her, but for the numbers the had impercep- 
tibly loaded with her chains. Indolence (for fo fhe was called) 
far from proceeding to open hoftilities, did not attempt to turn 
their feet out of the path, but contented herfelf with retarding 
their progrefs; and the purpofe they could not force them to 
abandon, the perfuaded them todelay. Her touch had a power 
like that of the torpedo, which withered the ftrength of thofe 
who came within its influence. Her unhappy captives ftill 
turned their faces towards the temple, and always hoped to ar- 
rive there; but the ground feemed to flide from beneath their 
feet, and they found themfelves atthe bottom before they fuf- 
petted they had changed their place. The placid ferenity 
which at firft appeared in their countenance, changed by degrees 
into the melancholy languor, which was tinged with — and 
deeper gloom as they glided down the ftream of infignificance ; 
a dark and fluggith water, which is curled by no breeze, and en- 
livened by no murmur, till it falls into a dead fea, where the 
ftartled pafiengers are awakened by the fhock, and the next mo- 
ment buried in the gulph of oblivion. 

Of all the unhappy deferters from the paths of Science, none 
feemed lefs able to return than the followers of Indolence. The 
captives of Appetite and Paffion could often feize the moment 
when their tyrants were languid or afleep to efcape from their 
enchantment ; but the dominion of Indolence was conftant and 
unremitied, and feldom refifted till refiftance was in vain. 

After contemplaung thefe things, I turned my eyes towards 
the top of the mountain, where the air was always pure and 
exhilarating, the path fhaded with laurels and other ever-greens, 
and the effulgence which beamed from the face of the goddefs 
feemed to fhed a glory roung her votaries. Happy, faid I, are 
they who are permitted to afcend the mountain !—But while [ 
was pronouncing this exclamation with uncommon ardour, faw 


ftanding befide me a form of diviner features and a more benign 
radiance, 
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radiance. Happier, faid fhe, are thofe whom Virtue conducts 
to the manfions of Content ! What, faid I, does Virtue then ree 
fide in the vale? I am found, faid the, in the vale, and I illumi- 
nate the mountain. I cheer the cottager at his toil, and infpire 
the fage at his meditation. I mingle in the crowd of cities, and 
blefs the hermit in his cell. Ihave atemple in every heart that 
owns my influence ; and to him that withes for me Fam already 
prefent. Science may raife you toeminence, but I alone can 
guide you to felicity ! While the goddefs was thus {peaking, I 
ftretched owt my arms towards her with a vehemence which 
broke my flumbers, The chill dews were falling around me, 
and the fhades of evening ftretched over the landfcape. [I 
haftened homeward, and refigned the night to fileace and medi- 
tation. 





Tothe PRINTER of the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


SIR, 
HE following is an extraét of a letter from a lady in the 
{ fouth of France. If you think proper to infert it in your 
pleafing publication, you will, I doubt not, amufe manyof your 
readers, particularly oblige 
Your obedient fervant, 





NOBLE INSTANCES OF REAL BENEVOLENCE, 


AFTER giving a particular defcription of the city of Nif- 

mes, the lacy proceeds thus : 
_ ** The prefent inhabitants of Nifmes are a very trivolous and 
infignificant fet of people, eternally occupied about trifles at 
thofe feafons and hours that they are not employed in their 
bufinefs. 

** I {peak this, as to the generality of them; for there are 2 
fele& number who are really pious, and think and aét very dif- 
ferently from the great multitude, and have, during the week, 
religious meetings. Nifmes and its environs contain about 
60,000 fouls, half of whom are Proteftants. The meetingis 
held at about a mile from the town, in the open air. On the 
Sunday we were there, the congregation confifted of upwards of 
13,000 perfons ; yet there was fo much order and decency ob- 
ferved, that no one’s devotion was difturbed, 

Their 
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** Their elder minifter preached that day. He is a very 
venerable old man, has been with them upwards of 45 years, and 
in his time hath fuffered innumerable hardthips ; yet he told a 
gentleman lately, that he was at that time happier than he is 
how in the calm and quiet ftate of the charch, and more alive in 
his religious duties. He is held in high efteem for his primitive 
fimplicity; and laments the degeneracy of the church, and the 
negligences that are creeping into it ; and alfo the great lofs that 
the Proteftants have fuftained by the death of the late bifhop of 
Nifmes, who was a prelate diftinguifhed for his uncommon piety 
(without the leaft tin€ure of bigotry) and univerfal benevolence, 
His income was not very large; half of it he gave regularly to 
the poor, and out of the remaining half he diftributed fo largely 
toallin diftrefs, that his intendant or fteward once told him that 
he did not make him a fofficient allowance for his table; that 
be matt increafe it, or he could not goon. The good bifhop re« 
plied, ** [can eafily fettle that matter: Diminith the fuper- 
fluities of my table, and you will find the fum enough; for, be- 
lieve me, I cannot withhold from my neighbour his due for the 
pleafures of the difh; and afterwards he ordered only one ar 
two difhesto be ferved, although the French in much lefs eles 
vated rank in life, have great variety. 
*« I muft not omit another anecdote of this good man, as I 
know it will pleafe you. There are various branches of the filk 
manufactory at Nifmes, which employ a prodigious number of 
hands: The weavers cannot work when the frolt continues for 
any length of time, asthe chain freezes. A number of thefe 
poor creatures, who had large families, were driven to great dif- 
trefs from this circumftance in the year 1776, and applicatioa 
was made for them to his lordthip, who enquired of the gen- 
tlemen if they had made a lift of the moft diftrefled, and was 
anfwered in the affirmative. ‘‘ How many of the Proteftants” 
fays he, ** have you in it?”=—-"* None, my lord: we fuppofe 
you would think it proper firft to relieve the Catholics.” —=** And 
how dare you, gentlemen, to fuppofe me void of feeling for any 
of my diftreffed brethren? They are more in number than the 
others; you have, therefore, with all your charity, overlooked the 

reateft obje€tsof it. For fhame, firs! alter your lifts, and fet 
, the Proteftants the firft; my charity ought to be warm to 
them, fince your’s is fo cold. True charity knows of no dif- 
tinction,”” You may be fure the gentlemen went away con- 
founded with this reprimand. 

** This good man delired that a very {mall fum might be ex- 
pended on his funeral; as he left the little he had to the poor, 
he faid it was robbing them. He built a neat plain church juft 
before he died. Every body here was for a time inconfolabie 
for this pious man, and now {peak of him with tears.”’ 






































A curious Specimen of Neapolitan Oratory. 


{From Dr. Moore’s View of Society and Manners in Italy.] 


¥ Saw very lately a large cloiter of men, women, and children, 

entertained to the higheit degree, and to all appedrance made 
exceedingly happy, by a poor fellow with a mafk on his face, and 
a guitar in his hands. He affembled his audience by the fongs 
he fung to the mufic of his inftrament, and by a thoufand 
merry ftories he told them with infinite drollery. This aflembiy 
was in an open place, facing the bay, and near the palace. The 
old women fat liftening, with their diftaffs, {pinning 2 kind of 
coarfe flax, and wetting the thread with their fpittle ; théir 
grand-children fprawling at their feet, amufed with the twirling 
of the fpindle. ‘The men and their wives, the yocths and their 
miftreffes, fat in a circle, with their eyes fixed on the mufician, 
who kept them laughing for a great patt of the eveding with 
his fortes, which he enlivened occafionally with tunes upon the 
guitar. 

At length, when the company was moft numerous, and at the 
higheft pitch of good hamour, he fuddenly pulled off his mafk, 
laid cown his guitar, and opened a little box which {toad betore 
him, and addrefied the audience in the following words, as 
literally as I can tranflate them : 

** Ladies and gentlemen, there is a time for all things; we 
have had enough of jeiting ; innocent mirth is excellent for the 
health of the body, but other things are requifite for the healcn 
of the fool. Iwill now, with your permiffion, my honourable 
maflers and miftreffes, entertain you with fomething ferious; aud 
of infinitely greater importance; fomething for whicd all of 
you will have reafon to b!efs me as long as you live.” 

Here he fhook out of a bag a great number of little leaden 
crucifixes. 

«* T am jult come from the Holy Houfe of Loretto, my fellow 
Chriltians (continued he), on purpole to furnith you with thofe 
jewels, more precious than all the gold of Peru, and all the 
pearls of the ocean. Now, my beloved brethren and fiiters, you 
are afraid that I fhall demand a price for thefe facred crofles, far 
above your abilities, and fomething correfpondent to their valuc, 
by way of indemnitication for the fatigue and expence of the 
long journey which I have made on your account, all the way 
from the habitation of the Bleffed Virgin to this thrice renowned 
city of Naples, the richnefs and liberality of whole. inhabitants 
are celebrated all over the globe. No, my generoys Neapo. 

licans ; Ido not want to take advantage of your pious and libe. 
Vou. VI, 171, eS ral 
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ral difpofitions. I will not afk for thofe invaluable crucifixes 
(all of which, let me inform you, have touched the foot of the 
holy image of the Blefled Virgin, which was formed by the 
hands of St. Luke; and, moreover, each of them has been 
fhaken in the Santifima Scodella, the facced porringer in which 
the Virgin made the pap for the infant Jefus) ; [ will not, I fay, 
afk an ounce of gold, no not even a crown of filver; my regard 
for you is fuch, that I fhall let you have them for a penny 
a-piece.” 





Anfwer, by W. Weftcott, of Martock, tof. Dowe’s Enigma, infirted 
January 23. 
HE ACE of trumps will fure make out 
Your enigma, without a doubt. 


t§t We have received the like anfwer from W. Gofs, of 
Street; J. S. of Shepton-Mallet; T. Locock, of Martock ; 
F. Sherman, of Ugborough; and T. Sleeman, of Newton- 
Abbott. 


Anfwer, by W. Gof, of Sircet, to F. Wheeler's Rebus, infates 
February 13. 


> WASELLIOT who the Britifh flag unfurl’d, 
When dread horrific feiz’d the pow’rs of Spain 5 
Twas he deftruction on their batteries hurl’d 
As they were floating on the trembling main. 





And fhould the laurels he of fame acquir’d 
Be blatted by pale envy’s venom’d breath, 

Still fhall the pens, by truth and juftice fr’d, 
Record his deeds when he’s configa’d to death. 


tit We have received the like anfwer from J. H. of Syd- 
ling ; J. Macey,of Rattery ; T. Locock and J. Dove, of Mar- 
tock; W. 38, of Charditock; R. Batter, of Shobrooke ; and 
E. Sherman, of Ugborough. 


ee 





4n ANAGRAM, by G. Kingman, of Buckland-Newton. 
-_" run if you aright tranfpofe, 


A well-known meature ’twill difclofe ; 
oO 
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And by tranfpofing it again, : 
What’s in my mind you will explain. 





A REBUS, by M. Thomas, of Eaft-Coker. 





O half of a man of great ufe in the nation 
I Add half to defame, which is now much in fafhion ; 
Thefe rightly conneét, then a town will appear, 
Wherein I have lately drank good Englith beer. 


<P rer: 





4n ENIGMA, by W. Gofs, of Street. 


OME, fapient bards, who deal in myftic lore, 
C Attend the theme—to me devote your thoughts ; 
A moment’s {pace the metaphors explore, 

And I unto your view am quickly brought. 


Of my extraction, know then, Britith youths, 
That I can’t boaft, like you, of Britith birth ; 
Yet my inventors will, if they {peak truth, 
Own I have had a fpecies long on earth. 


It may be afk’d of what utility, 
And to what end am I now introduc’d ? 
What my employment, and what quality, 
Attend the works by me to be produc’d ? 


From me the profits that to you accrue, 
At intervals, are racking of the brain: 

I for amufement was ordain’d, tis true, 
if cramping puzzles do you entertain. 


In fuch purfuits do Goadby’s bards delight, 
No wonder then in fuch they do excel ; 

And I toemulation hall excite 
Their pens in future days the ftrain to fwell. 





Short is the date from my arrjval here, 
Yet public notice I’ve already claim’d, 
Where prophefies are {pecified, and where 
The annual works of wit may be obtain’d. 


z2Y2 POETRY. 
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The following Addrefs, though no more than a Shop- 
Bill, being very well executed and happily turned, we 
think our readers will deem it worthy prefervation. 


Fowler’s Addrefs tothe Ladies and Gentlemen of Salifoury 
and its Environs. 


H yes! with due refpects we greet 
Ajl folks that pafs down Silver-ftreet, 

And beg they’ll condefcend to ftop, 
And view the prints at Fowler’s fhop, 
Where humour, tafte, and fenfe difplay 
The various follies of the day. 
Walk in and view—enovugh you'll find 
To pleafe the heart, inform the mind ; 
Goods or for ornament or ufe, 
Such as few other fhops prodace. 


Firft, theologic truths profound, 
Voyages all the world around ; 
Rules for drawing, painting y gilding, 
Farming, gardening, and building ; 
Hiftories of ancient days, 
Poems, magazines, and plays ; 
Books of Roads, and Books of Fairs ; 
Bibles, Teftaments, and Prayers ; 
Fenning; Dyche, and Dilworth’s Spelling, 
Such as children might read well in ; 
Primers, horn-books, books of pictures, 
Pleafing toys for infant lectures, 
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Paper, ev’ry kind you mention, 
Ev’ry country’s beft invention ; 
Marble from the French and Dutch, 
Englifh, worth but half as much ; 
Brown for packing, purple, green, 
Mufic, lawn, and Mazarine ; 
Royal medium, quite inviting, 

Pot and foolfcap cut, for writing ; 
Elephant, and cartridge too, 
Whited- brown, and common blue ; 
Blotting, black, and gold embofs’d, 
Plain, or gilt, and mourning poft ; 
Glaz’d, or having lines upon it, 
Colour’d pafteboard for a bonnet. 


Quills and pens, a beauteous fhew, 
From the turkey, goofe, and crow, 
Suited to the different hands 
Us’d in this and other lands $ 
Thofe which are efteem’d the beft 
(Being harder than the reft) 

Late from Hamburgh wing’d their way, 
Or the fhores of Hudfon’s Bay. 

Ink as black as darkeit night, 
‘Truly flowing as you write ; 

Ink from wood of Brazil made, 
Glowing bright with ruby red ; 
Ink of genuine Indian make ; 

Ink in powder, or in cake ; 

Ink- ftands, elegant and neat, 
Furnifh’d for thie defk compleat, 
There attract the curious eye, 
‘Tempiing many a one to buy: 

Side by fide, in order, ftand 

Ebon, glafs, and book japann’d ; 
Lead and pewter ones, with fockets, 
Mix’d with others for the pockets. 


Wafers, ftain’d with motley hue, 
Yellow, black, white, red, and blue: 
Wax that holds the ftrongeft paper, 
Wax to burn in roils or taper ; 
Folding knives to fit your hand, 
Rulers, pounce, and fhining fand 5 
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India rubber, paint in drops, 

Shells, and cups,-——and pencil tops ; 
Drawing pencils, white and red, 

Reed and cedar fill’d with lead : 

Slates and pencils, fmooth and clear, 
Brufhes made with camel’s hair ; 
Bailey’s cakes for liquid blacking, 
Balls to keep your fhoes from cracking. 


Handy books, that have within 
Ivory leaves, or afs’s fkin ; 
Pocket houfewives and etwees, 
Every fort and price you pleafe ; 
Cards for meffages or play, 
O; that inftru€tion do convey. 


Mufic next my verfe invites— 
Mutfic, fource of foft delights ! 
There, colleéted you may fee 
Songs in great variety ; 

Solos, overtures, duettos, 

Trios, fymphonies, quartettos ; 
New concertos that would charm ye, 
Fav’rite marches for the army ; 
Country dances and cotillons, 

Jigs and minuets by millions ; 
Catches, glees, and pleafing airs, 
Books to guide unpractic’d play’rs ; 
Strings of catgut or of wire, 

And what elfe you may require, 
When with miid and {weet controul 
Mofic reigas within the foul ! 


Nor fhall thefe alone difpenfe 
Varied pleafures to the fenfe ! 
Wanton Zephyr’s balmy wing 
All Arabia’s flores fhall bring, 
Wafting in the gentleft breeze 
Fragrance of ambrofial trees ! 
Natare’s gifts from ev’ry clime, 
Orange, lemon, mufk, and thyme: 
Vi'lets, and a thoufand flowers, 
Cull’d from rofe and jefs’mine bow’rs, 
Yield to Smyth and Warren’s art, 
é.ad their od’sous pow’rs impart ; I 

Hence ' 
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Hence the pungent waters flow, 
Hence the rich pomatums glow, 
Each the faculties poffefling, 
Deem’d effential now in drefling ;: 
Soap and wafh-balls for the chamber, 
Marble, lily, white, and amber ; 
Hemet’s Effence, Eau de Luce, 

Sans Pareille and Citron Juice ; 
Milk of Rofes, fine Orgeat, 
Smelling falts, and bergamot ; 
Lemon, fyrup, capillaire, 

Crefcive compound for the hair ; 
Vil’et, French, and Poland powder, 
Lip falve of the fweetett odour ; 
Rouge that gives the bloom of youth, 
Powder for an aching tooth ; 

Powder bags and powder puffs, 
Scow’ring Drops for filks and ftuffs 5 
Nice French towels for your faces, 
Bruthes, combs, and tooth-pick cafes, 


Have you need of phyfic’s aid? 
Phyfic too is Fowler’s trade! 
Witnefs all the grand elixirs 
Advertis’d from week to week, firsme 
Daffey’s Cordial, warm and {picy, 
Sold in Bow Church-yard by Dicey ; 
Beaume de Santé, Beaume de Vie, 
Bateman’s Drops, and Centaury ; 
Jefuit’s Drops, for certain ills ; 
Hooper’s, Scots, and Stomach Pills ; 
Water Dock, the blood to ftir up ; 
Velno’s Vegetable Syrup ; 

Drops by Radcliffe, Smyth, and Stoughton, 
Lowther, Spilfbury, and Norton ; 
James’s Powder, ttrong or mild, 
Godfrey’s Cordial for a child, 

Or the mixture made by Dalby, 

Or the true Magnefia Alba ; 
Hatfield’s Tinéture, good for bruifes, 
Jackion’s, for domettic ules ; 

Corn Salve, both from Bott and Lord 
Pills and Drops from Dr. Ward ; 
Sweating Powders, Paite for Piles, 
Fam’d Le Coeur’s and Britith Oils; 


Greenough’s 
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Greenough’s Tincture, black and red, 
Snuff Cephalic for the head ; 
Herb Tobacco, Engtith Coffee, 
Pills to keep the vapours off ye ; 
Worm cakes, Iffve Peas and Plaifters 5 
Cures, in fhort, for all difafters ! 

If, then, for thefe you have oceafion, 
Accept this timely invitation ; 
And, though but little you feleé&, 
B’en trifles have their due effect ; 
His heart with gratitude will flow, 
For ev’ry favour you beftow ; 
And, in all inftances expedient, 
He’ll gladly be your moft obedient. 
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ON FRIENDSHIP, . 


ADDRESSED TO A LADY. 


RIENDSHIP, thou !enient balm to ev’ry care, 
How {weet thy influence on our chequer’d lives ! 
When chatfte thy vows, and pioufly fincere, 
How great the good that man from thee derives! 


Loft to the world and to himfelf is he 

Whofe heart’s not temper’d with thy genial ray ; 
Whofe foul, devoid of fenfibility, 

Ne’er heeds thy aid in life’s tempeftuous day, 





Who wants that love thy holy flame infpires, 
Wants the beft good our temp’ral ftate can give ; 

Whofe breait not glows with thy celeftial fires, 
Say, to what end, what purpofe does he live ? 


** Then come, my ————, lovelieft of thy fex, 
** With me unite in each foft tie of love; 
** Sooth the harfh cares which human life perplex, 


«* With ev’ry joy that friendthip can improve. 


«* Yes, let me indulge the hope, nor hope in vain, 
*¢ 'To fhare with thee the blifs it can beftow ; 

« Of thee poffefsd, that blifs I fhall obtain, 

«© And have compleat my higheit with below.” 





